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The Origin of UNESCO 

• UNESCO	was	established	on	November	4th,	1946	as	a	specialized	
agency	of	the	UN.	Its	1st	General	Conference	was	held	on	November	
19th,	1946	in	Paris.		

	
	
	
	
		
• ©UNESCO	



The Origin of UNESCO 
•  	The	forerunner	of	UNESCO	is	said	to	be	International	Committee	on	Intellectual	Cooperation	
（ICIC）	established	in	Geneva	under	the	League	of	Nations	in	1922.	ICIC	was	compromised	of	
celebrated	scholars,	such	as	Albert	Einstein	（German-born	theoretical	physicist）,	Marie	Curie	
（Polish-French	physicist	and	chemist）	and	so	on.	Inazo	Nitobe,	Japanese	scholar	and	one	of	the	
Under-Secretaries	General	of	the	League	at	that	time,	became	a	founding	director	of	ICIC.	

•  	In	1926,	the	International	Institute	of	Intellectual	Cooperation	（IIIC）	was	established	in	Paris	
with	financial	aid	from	the	French	government	to	implement	plans	and	policies	made	by	ICIC.	
IIIC	was	an	active	institution	with	activities	in	variety	of	fields	such	as	universities,	libraries,	
intellectual	property,	arts,	information	and	media.	However,	these	activities	were	suspended	
due	to	the	outbreak	of	WW	II.	

•  	Soon	after	WW	II,	in	November	1945,	a	United	Nations	Conference	for	the	establishment	of	an	
educational	and	cultural	organization	was	convened	in	London	with	representatives	from	44	
countries.	Initiated	by	France	and	the	United	Kingdom,	the	delegates	decided	to	create	an	
organization	that	would	embody	a	genuine	culture	of	peace.	At	the	end	of	the	conference,	the	
United	Nations	Educational,	Scientific	and	Cultural	Organization	was	founded	and	the	
Constitution	of	UNESCO,	signed	on	16	November	1945,	came	into	force	on	4	November	1946.	
(MEXT.GO.JP)	



•  2017	-	today			Audrey	Azoulay	(France)	
•  2009	-	2017			Irina	Bokova	(Bulgaria)	
•  1999	-	2009			Koichiro	Matsuura	（Japan）	
•  1987	-	1999	Federico	Mayor	（Spain）	
•  1974	-	1987	Amadou-Mahtar	M’Bow	（Senegal）	
•  1962	-	1974	（acting	1959,	1961-1962）	René	Maheu	（France）	
•  1958	-	1961	Vittorino	Veronese	（Italy）	
•  1953	-	1958	Luther	Evans	（U.S.A.）	
•  1952	-	1953	（acting	DG）	John	W.	Taylor	（U.S.A.）	
•  1948	-	1952	Jaime	Torres	Bodet	（Mexico）	
•  1946	-	1948	Julian	Huxley	（U.K.）	

Present and Former Director-Generals of 
UNESCO 



	
©UNESCO/Roger	Lesage,	UNESCO	et	UNESCO/Michel	Claude	（Left:	Maheu	（right）		Center:	M’Bow	（middle）			

Right:	Mayor	（right））	

	

	

©UNESCO/Felici,	UNESCO	et	UNESCO	（Left:	Matsuura	（right）	with	the	Pope			Center:	Bodet	（2nd	from	right）			

Right:	Evans	（right））	

Present and Former Director-Generals of 
UNESCO 

Audrey	Azoulay	
DG	of	UNESCO	



UNESCO’s Efforts for Conservation and 
Sustainable Development in the past 50 Years 
 

World Heritage Convention, created in 1972	

Man and the Biosphere Programme, created in 1971	

UNESCO Global Geoparks Programme, 
created in 2015	



													NATURAL	SCIENCES		

UNESCO for Conservation and 
Sustainable Development 

Over	10	million	km2	protected	through	UNESCO	
designated	sites,	
i.e.	roughly	the	size	of	China	
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UNESCO designated sites 

UNESCO	designates	sites	to	encourage	national	governments	and	local	communities	to	identify	
special	sites	and	work	together	to	ensure	their	conservation	and	sustainable	use	for	current	and	
future	generations.	
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Area (ha) protected by UNESCO sites 
at the global level 



World	Heritage	Centre	

	
	
	

World Heritage 

	

•  Secretariat	of	the	1972	Convention	since	May	1992	

•  Organizes	statutory	meetings	such	as	the	World	Heritage	Committee,	
General	Assembly,	etc.	

•  Assistance	to	the	194	States	Parties	for	the	implementation	of	the	
Convention	(nomination,	capacity-building	&	training,	technical	
assistance)	

•  Administration	of	the	World	Heritage	Fund;		

•  Monitoring	the	state	of	conservation	in	collaboration	with	the	
Advisory	Bodies	(ICOMOS,	ICCROM,	IUCN)	

	

	



The Advisory Bodies 

	

	

ICOMOS:	

International	Council	On	Monuments	and	Sites	

	

	

ICCROM:		

International	Centre	for	the	Study	and	Preservation	and	Restoration	
of	Cultural	Property		

	

	

IUCN:		

International	Union	for	Conservation	of	Nature	

	



Strategic	Objectives	of	the	World	Heritage	Committee	
	

	
	

	

World Heritage Convention 
 
 

•  Strengthen	the	Credibility	of	the	World	Heritage	List;	

•  Ensure	the	effective	Conservation	of	World	Heritage	Properties;	

•  Promote	the	development	of	effective	Capacity-building	in	States	Parties;	

•  Increase	public	awareness,	involvement	and	support	for	WH	through	Communication;		

•  Enhance	the	role	of	Communities	in	the	implementation	of	the	World	Heritage	Convention.	



1,154 World Heritage sites  
in 167 countries 
(as of July 2021) 

 
897 Cultural 
218 Natural 

39 Mixed�

	

194	States	Parties	to	the	Convention	
	



897	Cultural	

	218	Natural	

39	Mixed	

1,154	World	Heritage	Sites	

Coiba	National	Park	and	its	Special	Zone	of	Marine	
Protection,	Panama		

Historic	Bridgetown	and	its	Garrison,	Barbados		

Historic	Sanctuary	of	Machu	Picchu,	Peru		 Uluru-Kata	Tjuta	National	Park,	Australia	

Baekje	Historic	Areas,	Republic	of	Korea		

Ichkeul	National	Park,	Tunisia		



Outstanding	Universal	Value		
	

	
	

	

World Heritage 
 
 



They are all sites of  
 
Outstanding Universal Value 

•  Together	they	form	a	common	heritage	of	humankind	
•  They	deserve	protection	and	transmission	to	future	generations	and	this	is	our	shared	responsibility	

....cultural and/or natural significance which is  
so exceptional as to transcend national boundaries 
and to be of common importance for present and 
future generations of all humanity. 



Sagarmatha National Park, Nepal 
 
	



Sagarmatha National Park, Nepal Xinjiang Tianshan, China  



World Heritage  
 

	

	

	Ngorongoro	Conservation	Area	(United	Republic	of	Tanzania)	
	



Jiuzhaigou	Valley	Scenic	and		
Historic	Interest	Area（China） 	

	



	
Yakushima	Island（Japan） 	

	



The MAB Programme





2/30	



After decision of 2021 33rd MAB/ICC  
727 BRs in 131 countries including 22 TBS 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	 World	Network	of	Biosphere	Reserves	





             NATURAL SCIENCES  

  
UNESCO is the only UN agency with a mandate to increase capacity building in 
geology and geophysics 
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 In 2015, 120 Geoparks of the Global 
Geoparks Network received the 

label 
Today there are 169 in 44 countries 

 
“UNESCO Global 

Geopark” 



169 UNESCO Global Geoparks in 44 Member States 
87 European UNESCO Global Geoparks in 25 Countries 
67 Asian UNESCO Global Geoparks in 9 Countries 
5 North-American UNESCO Global Geoparks in Canada 
8 Latin-American & Caribbean UNESCO Global Geoparks in 7 Countries 
2 African UNESCO Global Geoparks in 2 countries Morocco and Tanzania 
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87	UGGp		
25	Countries	

												
					67	UGGp		
				9	Countries	

8UGGp		
7	Countries	

												
					2UGGp		
				2	Countries	

												
					5UGGp		
				1	Country	

             NATURAL SCIENCES  

World Heritage sites Monitoring and reporting 



•  Direct and indirect benefits from tourism hard to disagregate, but impact on rural and deprived 
areas substantial! Attracts development funding! 

ü Increase in tourism: 200% China, 300% Viet Nam 
ü China, 35% of UGGp in poor areas – National Policy 
ü Arxan UGGp: 3,6m visitors, 4,5 billion RMB (640m USD) 
ü Donghuang UGGp: 9m visitors, 280 staff 

•  Some examples: 
ü UNESCO Global Geoparks in the UK (7) estimated benefit £18,8 m (2012-2013) 
ü Marble Arch UGGP receives 54,000 visitors/y – assured £6 m EU funding/3y 

•  Non financial: the wider value of the UNESCO designations lies in their rich and creative 
contribution to the environment, culture and communities, and potential to assist in meeting the 
2030 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 

             NATURAL SCIENCES  

Investment vs benefits 



•  Regional	Workshops:	

•  Japan	

•  Vietnam	

•  Iran	

•  Mexico	

•  Uruguay	

•  Colombia	

•  Russian	Federation	

•  and	many	others	

•  Intensive	Courses:	
•  Lesvos	
•  Beijing	

•  Mentorship	
Exchange:	

•  New	initiative	
launched	in	
2019	

•  Field	visits:	
•  Muscau	Arch,	

Germany/Poland	
•  Mongolia	
•  Vietnam	

UGGP Capacity Building Activities in collaboration with  
Global Geoparks Network (GGN) 

																Beginner	level	 															Advanced	level	

             NATURAL SCIENCES  



•  More UNESCO Global Geoparks 
•  Better Geographic spread 
•  Strategic contribution to SDGs 
 
 
	

             NATURAL SCIENCES  

Future of UNESCO Global Geoparks according to UNESCO 



The 30 by 30 Challenge 
•  30	by	30	(or	30x30)	is	a	worldwide	initiative	for	governments	to	designate	30%	of	
Earth's	land	and	ocean	area	as	protected	areas	by	2030.	This	target	was	proposed	by	a	
2019	article	in	Science	"A	Global	Deal	for	Nature",	highlighting	the	need	for	expanded	
nature	conservation	efforts	to	mitigate	climate	change.		

•  Launched	by	the	High	Ambition	Coalition	in	2020,	more	than	70	nations	had	agreed	to	
the	initiative	70	by	October	2021	including	India,	Germany	and	Japan.	30	by	30	was	
promoted	at	the	COP15	meeting	of	the	Convention	on	Biological	Diversity.	This	includes	
the	G7	and	European	Union.	

•  $5b	funding	called	the	“Protecting	Our	Planet	Challenge”	was	announced	for	the	
initiative	in	September	2021.		

•  The	High	Ambition	Coalition	(HAC)	for	Nature	and	People	is	an	intergovernmental	
group	of	70	countries	co-chaired	by	Costa	Rica	and	France	and	by	the	United	Kingdom	
as	Ocean	co-chair,	championing	a	global	deal	for	nature	and	people	with	the	central	
goal	of	protecting	at	least	30	percent	of	world’s	land	and	ocean	by	2030.		

•  The	30x30	target	is	a	global	target,	which	aims	to	halt	the	accelerating	loss	of	species,	
and	protect	vital	ecosystems	that	are	the	source	of	our	economic	security.	



The 30 by 30 Challenge 
• UNESCO	has	a	network	of	around	2000	sites	covering	almost	6%	of	
terrestrial	surface.		

• It	is	important	that	all	195	countries	adhere	to	the	High	Ambition	
Coalition	by	2025,	and	that	the	30	by	30	initiative	be	promoted	at	all	
major	UN	meetings.	

• Countries	can	contribute	to	achieve	50%	of	the	challenge	by	
nominating	additional	sites	to	UNESCO.		



ありがとうございました	!	
	
Thank	you	!	Merci	!	Gracias!	
	
Спасибо	!	谢谢	!		! لك	شكرا 		
	
	
	


